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News and Notes on Solving Hunger in South Dakota

Making the Best
of a Difficult
Situation
Jessica, a stay-at-home mom, has her hands full trying
to care for her three children: ages six, four, and one.
Adding another challenge into the mix is that her sixyear-old son has cystic fibrosis. With only her husband
working, the medical costs — and other household
expenses — add up quickly.
“We have lots of medical bills and prescriptions … my
son takes 14 different medicines every day. All that
stuff ’s not cheap,” she says. “We get any state programs
we can to help pay for that.”
So when she learned that Feeding South Dakota had a
drive-thru distribution in her community, Jessica was
thrilled to receive the extra help.
“It seems like the dollars never go as far as they should.
We look for as much help as we can with everything and
the food is great. The kids love the fruits and vegetables.
We appreciate any type of meat. Oh, and especially the
milk … my kids drink milk like crazy, so we go through
a lot of it!”
Thankfully, the pandemic hasn’t affected their household
too much. Though Jessica’s husband’s office was shut
down for a few weeks when the COVID crisis first
began, he has been able to work safely and steadily ever
since. As she says, “Fingers crossed that his work doesn’t
get affected any longer.”
Jessica has made a point to tell everyone she knows about
the food she gets and how it’s available to anyone in need.
To those who are too proud to ask for help, she simply

Thanks to you, this family of five gets the food
they need to thrive!

We have lots of medical bills
and prescriptions… it seems
like the dollars never go as far
as they should.
says, “Go … they don’t judge you. They’re friendly and
nice. It’s saving you money so you can put that money
toward other bills versus trying to feed your family.”
As to how it helps her family of five, she says, “It means
a lot. It helps us save money and make the amount of
money we have stretch a lot further. Thank you!”
Every day, throughout the state, families like Jessica’s are
struggling. Because of you, they can get the food they
need through limited-contact, drive-thru distributions
in communities across South Dakota. Thank you for
stepping up to give help and hope to our neighbors
during this ongoing crisis.

How you helped
fight hunger over
the holidays!
During the busy Thanksgiving
season, families across South Dakota
received the food they needed to
enjoy a special celebration, thanks to
your generosity. You helped Feeding
South Dakota:
Hand out 5,000 pounds of
food and 350 turkeys to our
neighbors in Pierre.
Distribute 45,000 pounds of
food — 1,000 Thanksgiving
meals, including the turkey —
to folks in Rapid City.
Provide 33,750 pounds of
food — 750 Thanksgiving
meals, including the turkey —
here in Sioux Falls.
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Looking Ahead With Hope
I am so grateful for the support you provided through the holidays. We
worried that maybe the holiday-giving period would be down because so
many people supported us early-on due to the pandemic … but it turned
out to be even better than we could have hoped for. A huge thanks to
everyone who shared their treasures with us!
This new year brings on new optimism for us here at Feeding South
Dakota. As they say, hope springs eternal! We’ve got a lot to look forward
to in 2021… especially how we can keep building on the momentum that
was created during the pandemic and continue to serve more families and
communities here in South Dakota.
Looking back, we provided food to twice as many households last year as
we had prior to the start of the pandemic. That happened only because of
YOUR generosity. Thank you to every wonderful person who volunteered
to help us keep up with the huge demand for services or gave generously
to purchase the food and resources to meet those increased needs.
One way we adapted last year was through drive-thru distributions, to
minimize contact, which required everything we distributed to be preboxed. By simplifying things, we were able to serve many more households
across the state: growing from mobile distributions in about 60 communities
before the coronavirus, to now serving more than 100 communities.

CONTACT US
info@FeedingSouthDakota.org
FeedingSouthDakota.org

It’s also humbling to realize the sheer number of new volunteers and
new donors that came on board to support us since the pandemic.
Our community wanted to help and responded in huge numbers.
We’re just so blessed!
As we look to the days ahead, I want to thank you for your incredible
kindness and wish you health, happiness, and prosperity in 2021.

We’ve got a lot to look
forward to in 2021 … especially
how we can keep building
on the momentum that was
created during the pandemic.
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Coming Together as a Community
The pandemic has been hard on all of us here in South
Dakota. Finding a job in some communities has been a
struggle — even before hours were cut and businesses were
forced to shut their doors. People who are unemployed and
working families alike have come to us for help. Many, like
Patty and Sonja who are featured below, are turning to us
for the first time …

Meet Patty
“I lost my job during COVID and I’m on disability. I
can’t get a job and I can’t work. I think it’s important to
help other people. When I have gas money, I come here
and pick up food for me and my neighbors. Especially
the elderly, because many are stuck in their houses and
have no way to get out and get food. I just want to thank
everyone because this does save lives. When the volunteers
see us in our cars, they wave at us because they care and
know we’re here for a reason. This is a good town.”

Sonja’s Story: In her own words
“I never thought in a million years there’d be months
with no school. My four kids were home, and they ate all
day! I lost my job, and we just have one income from my
boyfriend, so it’s rough. I think it’s more stressful for me
as a mom than it is for my kids. I cried a lot … especially
while trying to help them with school because I’m not
real internet savvy.
So it’s nice to not worry about where I’m going to get
dinner for the night, on top of everything else. My
kids love the fresh vegetables and salads, and the milk
and cereal help. It’s hard sometimes to get food in the
fridge and cupboards, even if all your bills are paid. I
don’t come here for help unless we need it, but I’m very
thankful for the people that donate to Feeding South
Dakota. It really helps!”

During this ongoing crisis, it’s more important than ever to stay strong as a
community and support one another as we’re able. Thanks to your incredible
kindness, local families have food on their tables and smiles on their faces!
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“A Great Day to
Do Good Work”
Pastor Randel believes in the power
of showing up and genuinely
caring for our neighbors.

Local pastor, Randel Maass, has a heart for people in
his community. So when he saw the devastation the
pandemic was causing for his neighbors, he wanted a
way to help. He got together with a couple of his fellow
pastors and they came up with a plan …
“We created this idea, which became coronahelpsf.com,
in which more than 30 churches would come together
to help serve the community of Sioux Falls. One of
the first things we did was start working with Feeding
South Dakota, which evolved into community food
distributions. Once those food distributions became
public, I said I can do that!”
At the height of the pandemic, Pastor Randel was helping
out at large mass distributions serving nearly a thousand
families twice each week. Those mass distributions have
ended and Randel now helps once each week at different
mobile distribution locations. During the past year, he
says with a chuckle, “I haven’t missed many.”
He has been overwhelmed and grateful to see the outpouring
of support here in Sioux Falls. Particularly among the
groups of volunteers he has helped lead each week.
“The need is very real, and equally real is the
opportunity to help. There was just this massive coming
together of civic, private, and church-related support

I think we are essentially a people
that are willing to help … we know
we’re blessed and, therefore, are
willing to help where we can.
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during this opportunity to serve. We don’t often make
that connection so clearly. I think we are essentially a
people that are willing to help … we know we’re blessed
and, therefore, are willing to help where we can.”
A motto Pastor Randel has coined and shares with his
team every time he shows up to volunteer is: “It’s a great
day to do good work.”
We couldn’t agree more. As the pandemic continues to
disrupt all our lives, we are so inspired by Pastor Randel
and volunteers just like him who keep joining in to lend
a helping hand to feed, support, and encourage our
neighbors. Thank you for caring!
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