$1 = 4 MEALS WITH EXTRA
HOLIDAY JOY

Fall 2017

THE

AROUND TABLE

Your friendship and support provide
vital meals and hope to your hungry
neighbors this Thanksgiving season.

News and notes on solving hunger in South Dakota

No one wants to come to a Food Bank for help — or
to have to depend on one. But life is unpredictable,

and a layoff, an illness, or some other unexpected trouble
can derail the best-laid plans. When a crisis does happen,
neighbors in urgent need feel extraordinary relief because
our doors are open to them.
You make that possible. Your generosity towards Feeding
South Dakota makes a world of difference for children,
families, and seniors who are fighting hunger.
Please continue to remember your hungry neighbors
this Thanksgiving.

During this season of gratitude, your support not
only meets the most pressing need of your struggling
neighbors, it also gives them a reason to be grateful in the
midst of whatever challenges they’re facing.
But we do need your help. Thanksgiving is one of our
busiest times of year. Without kind friends like you, many
people in our community would have nothing but an
empty stomach for the holiday.

“THERE’S JUST NO WAY”

Bill’s not sure how his family would survive without help from friends like
you. This Thanksgiving, you’ve filled their home with hope . . .

Please send your generous Thanksgiving gift today.
Every $1 you give provides 4 nutritious meals for
your hungry neighbors.

Life hasn’t been easy for Bill and Brande, but they’re

doing everything they can to make it through tough
times. “Food isn’t as cheap as it used to be,” Bill says.

MY THANKSGIVING GIFT
Yes, I will feed hungry children, families, and seniors in my community.
Enclosed is my gift of:

Feeding South Dakota
4701 N Westport Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57107-0123

Mail: Return this completed form with your gift.
Please make checks payable to
Feeding South Dakota.
Phone: 605.335.0364
Online: FeedingSouthDakota.org

$35 to provide 140 meals
$50 to provide 200 meals
$150 to provide 600 meals
$______ to help as much as possible

FB_47-1070_SD701
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m I prefer to give by credit card (see below).
m Please make this a monthly gift.

CREDIT CARD NO.
NAME

EXP. DATE
SIGNATURE

“Throw in gas and bills — and money gets really tight,”
Brande adds.
Like many other struggling families across South Dakota,
Bill has a full-time job. He works in a warehouse. Even
still, the family hasn’t been able to keep up with rising
prices and expenses. They have a couple of growing
boys with big appetites, too, making the monthly
strain on their budget ever tighter.
That’s why they’re so grateful for Feeding South Dakota —
and for good people like you, who donate generously
to share nutritious food with our neighbors in need.

“This food is so important. It lets us shift money so we
can pay utilities and other bills,” Bill says. “There’s just
no way we could make everything work out right now
without this help.”

“There’s a sense of community here,
and it gives us hope.”
Brande continues: “I’m especially grateful for the
produce, because we couldn’t afford healthy food
otherwise. The boys need that good food.”
Today, with Thanksgiving and the holidays quickly
approaching, the family is grateful for the help.
“They’re giving us more than food,” Brande explains.
“There’s a sense of community here, and it gives us hope.”
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4701 N Westport Avenue | Sioux Falls, SD 57107-0123 | 605.335.0364 | FeedingSouthDakota.org

EVERY FAMILY
DESERVES A
CHANCE TO
CELEBRATE

WHEN THE GOLDEN YEARS
AREN’T SO GOLDEN

AROUND THE TABLE
WITH MATT GASSEN, CEO

Jane and her husband are technically retired, but
life is anything but relaxing. While she’s no longer

The Thanksgiving holiday is an
especially busy time for Feeding

Temperatures are dropping, fall is under way, and we’re in full

South Dakota. We anticipate

swing for Thanksgiving. Every year, Feeding South Dakota

providing XX,XXX Thanksgiving

does everything we can to go the extra mile for our hungry

meals! Your generous support

neighbors so that they have a chance to celebrate the holidays,

ensures our struggling neighbors

too. The outpouring of community support for this effort never

can celebrate this wonderful

ceases to amaze me. And the impact is truly extraordinary.

holiday tradition.
For people like Bill and Brande (on the cover) or Jane (on
page 3), it’s the difference between celebrating with their
loved ones and going to bed hungry.

“

“

Because of your compassion,
people at risk of going hungry will
enjoy delicious Thanksgiving meals.

able to work due to medical issues, he was actually
holding two jobs to ensure their needs were met.
“My husband had to quit one of his jobs because the
work environment was bad,” Jane said. “Losing that
income hurt. It was a real balancing act to pay our bills.”
She continued: “Where we are now is not where we
expected we’d be. We used to donate to Feeding South
Dakota. I never thought we’d come here for help.”
Unfortunately, this situation is only too common today.
Many seniors in our community worked hard and
saved responsibly, but their savings haven’t kept pace
with rising prices or medical needs.

MOM & DAUGHTER FEED
HUNGRY NEIGHBORS
TOGETHER

There are thousands of people struggling through these
sorts of trials. Many of them are working. They’re not living
extravagantly . . . but they don’t know where their next meal will
come from — or if they’ll get to eat at all.

HONOR A LOVED
ONE
This holiday season, consider
celebrating a loved one with
an honor or memorial gift to

“The Food Bank is giving us breathing room between our
expenses and our resources,” Jane said. “They’re keeping
us going, and of course we’re very thankful.”

Earlier this year, Amber began volunteering at the

Because of compassionate people like you, we can welcome

Harrisburg Food Pantry, one of Feeding South

them here and provide them with nourishing food. Food that

Dakota’s distribution sites. “I was looking for ways

helps them get back on their feet, and even allows a modest

to give back,” she remembers. “This seemed like an

Thanksgiving celebration along the way.

easy way to help.”

Thank you so much for your loyal support, and for believing in

Now, with Thanksgiving almost here, she’s very grateful

the work we’re doing. I hope you and your loved ones are richly

she took that first step. She found the work rewarding

blessed this holiday season.

and began bringing along her daughter, Addison, too.

Gratefully,

“We got to know some of the people coming here

Feeding South Dakota. Just click

for help,” Amber said. “We heard their stories and

the orange donate hand icon at

saw firsthand what a difference food can make.”

FeedingSouthDakota.org,

“It’s really fulfilling to volunteer here. The food

and scroll down to

makes people so happy,” Addison said.

In Honor of / In Memory of.

This Thanksgiving season, Amber and
Addison are grateful for the chance
to help feed their hungry neighbors.

If you would like the honoree to
receive an acknowledgement
letter, complete the “Send
Notification To” section. Or call

Today, Amber and Addison both strongly recommend
volunteering with a Food Pantry: “Once you start
helping here, you just want to do it more and more.”

605.335.0364 to arrange by
phone. Thank you!

Visit FeedingSouthDakota.org or find us on Facebook
for all the latest news and events.

To learn more about volunteering, go to FeedingSouthDakota.org and click
“Donate Time” under the How to Help button.

