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News and Notes on Solving Hunger in South Dakota

Rishley Doesn’t
Know What
She Would Do
Without You
Life with three teenagers is challenging enough,
considering the amount of food they eat and their
busy social calendars. But then you throw in an
unexpected pandemic and school closures, and having
to provide snacks and meals while they’re at home all
day, every day, it becomes downright tough. That is
why Rishley is thankful for the support of Feeding
South Dakota and friends like YOU.
“I work in healthcare, and I first heard about the
mobile distribution from my co-workers,” she says.
“Having three teenagers, it’s much needed!”
Like many of us, Rishley was not prepared for the
added stress and daily difficulties that COVID-19
would bring. But knowing that she could turn to the
Food Bank for help when times were tough gave her
hope and help during even the darkest days.
“I’m lucky … I have a lot of family that lives in town
here. But a lot of people aren’t working or have to be
home with their kids. So many families can’t afford
food and really need this help.”
For Rishley, being able to pick up nourishing food has
meant that she doesn’t have to worry about her kids
going hungry. And with so many other things to worry
about right now, having one less thing to stress about
means so much to this busy mom of three.

It means a lot, and I really appreciate
the opportunity to be able to pick up
extra food for my family.
“We appreciate the meats and fruits and veggies. This
helps me be able to pay for other things. It means a lot,
and I really appreciate the opportunity to be able to
come here once a month and pick up extra food for
my family.”
Rishley is not alone … so many families in South
Dakota are still trying to recover from the devastation
caused by the pandemic. But no matter what challenges
the future brings — or how long it takes our neighbors
to bounce back — the kindness and support of friends
like you will help us see it through together!

What Legacy
Will You
Leave?
As someone who is committed to
fighting hunger and helping your
struggling neighbors in South
Dakota, there’s a simple way you
can create a legacy of hope …
When you include Feeding South
Dakota in your estate planning,
you can ensure your commitment
to fight hunger will continue after
your lifetime. Planned giving is a
way for you to support Feeding
South Dakota that is meaningful
to you while providing for your
loved ones. It can offer benefits to
you and your beneficiaries, as well
as the satisfaction of knowing your
legacy will live on.
There are many planned giving
options available and we’d
love to help you understand
your options. To learn more,
please contact us at
605.335.0364 or email us at
info@feedingsouthdakota.org.
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Hope Springs Eternal
We’re on the brink of a new season … both in terms of weather and also
a transition out of “pandemic mode.” Like you, we’re feeling a renewed
sense of optimism at Feeding South Dakota as we start to think about
spending time together with friends and loved ones, as well as the people
we serve in our community. It’s truly one of those scenarios where hope
springs eternal.
But even as we see the light at the end of the tunnel, it’s important to
remember that many people here in South Dakota are still struggling and
will continue to do so for months … or perhaps years.
Even before the pandemic, the families we serve were living from
paycheck-to-paycheck. So many of them have been financially devastated
this past year as they lost jobs or hours of work. Falling behind on
mortgages, rent, utilities, and other bills.
The work that we’re doing — and the help that we’ve been blessed with
thanks to volunteers and donors — is going to continue well into the
future. Our biggest concern right now is how to get food to hungry kids
and their families while school is out for the summer. With your support,
we can continue to host mobile distributions in neighborhoods across the
state and expand our service area to bring food directly where it’s needed.
The economic impact of the pandemic will continue to ripple out and
affect us for some time. But regardless of how long it takes, we are going
to be here for local people and families until they don’t need us anymore. I
say that with confidence, knowing we can rely on the support of dedicated
friends like you.
The beauty of the pandemic has been seeing local folks step up and give
of their time and treasures. I’m proud to live in a state where people care
about their neighbors and lend a helping hand during tough times. Thank
you again, and enjoy your summer!

The beauty of the pandemic has been seeing local
folks step up and give of their time and treasures.
I’m proud to live in a state where people care
about their neighbors.
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This Volunteer Doesn’t Let Anything Slow Her Down!
Priscilla just turned 90 years old — and has
volunteered faithfully throughout the pandemic.
When you first meet Priscilla, you notice two
things about her right away. The first is that she has
incredible energy and enthusiasm for someone her
age. The second is that she has a heart for serving
others and will do whatever it takes to ensure her
neighbors don’t go hungry.
“I didn’t retire until I was 85,” she says with a smile.
“I can still drive and I’m lucky to have my health.
I heard about Feeding South Dakota from our
church bulletin, and I started volunteering once
a week. I do light office work and whatever they
need in the warehouse.”
Priscilla didn’t let the pandemic stop her from
helping … Though she did ease back from coming in
weekly to helping out once a month. She continues
to volunteer regularly, following safety precautions
such as wearing a mask and gloves to protect her
health. When asked why she continues to make
the trek, through icy winter conditions or blazing
summer heat, she shares:

Serving your fellow man is
important, and I like to keep active.
Life has been difficult for everyone
during this pandemic and we’ve
really seen how Feeding South
Dakota is filling a deep need for so
many people. I have a place that I
enjoy coming to … that has purpose
and meaning to me. I want to set an
example for others to see that this
is something that they can do.

As restrictions are lifting and people are able to interact
more, the support of volunteers is critical to help us serve our
community. Whether you can help once a week or once a
month, every bit helps! To learn more about current volunteer
opportunities, please visit feedingsouthdakota.org/volunteer.
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"It’s a good thing
for everybody."
Traci never needed food assistance before
the pandemic, but she’s thankful that help
is available for her family during these
difficult days.

Traci and her family were hard hit during the pandemic.
Though they were both working, her husband’s income
was no longer reliable due to health and safety concerns.
“He’s in construction, so if he doesn’t work he doesn’t
get paid,” she says. “He hasn’t worked all week because
of COVID. The guy he works with is being tested, so
my husband’s in self-quarantine even though they need
him. Money is tight right now.”
Traci, a home health aide, was grateful when the senior
woman she cares for let her know about a drive-thru
food distribution that Feeding South Dakota hosts in
their community. “A lady I take care of told me about
it. I came here to get food for myself, and she already
went through earlier to pick up food.”
When we met Traci, it was only her second visit. But
with her husband’s hours being cut, and their 20-yearold daughter living at home with them, she needs all the
help she can get.
“I live check-to-check. When you’re on a budget and
you don’t always have the money for groceries, the help
is really nice. Especially the fruit, which is expensive.”
Thanks to your generosity, Traci can get the food she
needs to nourish her family. And she wants you to know
just how grateful she is for your support!

Thank you. With my husband not
working, I really appreciate it. It’s
really nice for people that are less
fortunate … it’s a good thing for
everybody. If you can help, it’s a
wonderful thing.”
Now more than ever, it’s important to come together
as a community to help one another. As our neighbors
work to restore their income and rebuild their lives,
your support is critical to help them get back on track.
Thank you for caring!

CONTACT US
info@FeedingSouthDakota.org
FeedingSouthDakota.org
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